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This was our fifth seabird -orientated voyage on a commercial cruise ship. We have

learned that these large vessels offer many opportunities for the serious seabirder.

Not the least of which is a completely stable platform from which one can
comfortably use onef6s scopes, cowvrayroed decks
possible routes. Downsides are of course that one cannot choose the exact course,

there is no chasing or chumming, nor Zodiac rides. Rather, these represent what
oceanographers cal |l ooesdelswhich pooidea plaformforu ni t y 6
o n &work whilst their actual purpose differs. The various shipboard amenities are

mere icing on the cake for the committed seabirder! Another big advantage for the
budget-minded birder is the very competitive pricing compared with typical

oexpedi t-toucruisese c o

The ship for this cruise was the ms Veendanof the Holland America Cruise Line with

a carrying capacity of about 1,500 passengers. This ship is very birdeffriendly in

terms of viewing conditions. Virtually all our viewing was performed from  the bow

that provided an almost stable platform enabling us to comfortably use our

telescopes for prolonged viewing. Wind is usually not an issue because viewing

right at the bow (next to the shdlpddoviéel | an
resulting in calm conditions while just a few yards back is much windier. We have

found that very few passengers use this deck and normally we have it almost to

ourselves. In hot weather we would view from the Promenade Deck to avoid the sun

[although hot sunny weathe r was only a minimal problem on this trip].

The cruise departed San Diego on October 3% We had arranged to arrive a couple of
days early and do some land-birding including a trip to the Salton Sea. Likewise we
also had arranged for a couple of days birding in Chile at the end of the cruise.
Unlike our previous cruises, this trip had no less than twelve land days which

proved to be a logistical challenge trying to arrange car rentals, guides etc to

maxi mize our daysd birding ashore.

Contacts: (to be completed)
Books/Reference Material:

Albatrosses, Petrels and Shearwaters of the World , 2007, Derek Onley and Paul
Scofield, Helm Publishers, London.

A Field Guide to Birds of Western North America, 2005 David Sibley



Birds of Mexico and Central America, 2004 Ber Van Perlo
Field Guide to the Birds of Ecuador 2001 Ridgley and Greenfield
A Field Guide to the Birds of Peru 2001 Clements and Shany

A Guide to the Birds of Mexico and Northern Central America 1995 Howell and
Webb

Birds of Chile 2002 Jaramillo

Itinerary:

October 28" BC & GM arrived in San Diego at about 6.45 p.m. from Baltimore, Md.
AQ & PC flew in from Heathrow, England via Denver Colorado. An early season
snowstorm in Denver delayed their onward flight to San Diego by several hours.
Eventually they arrived in San Diego about 2.00 a.m. only to discover that their
luggage had not arrived. Fortunately, they had most of their birding gear with them.

October 29t A very enjoyable morning
birding with Peter Ginsberg around
Point Lomo and vici nity. The luggage
from Denver had still not arrived so we
made a short stop at Target to purchase
vital necessities. In the p.m. drove to
Brawley with a few birding stops en
route including Paso Pichao
Campground and Cuyamaca Lake in the
Cuyamaca Rancho Sate Park. Birds seen |

including an unexpected Painted

Redstart in San Diego plus a good California Thrasher
selection of typical S. Cal. species. A call

from our motel reassured PC & AQ that their

luggage was, at last, in California!

Townsendds Warbl er Hermit Thrush



October 30th Early AM we explored the fields south of Brawley, driving in late
morning to Obsidian Butte on the Salton Sea. In the afternoon we drove to the north
end of the Sea with various birding stops. The Salton Sea had a great concentration
and variety of shorebirds, grebes, pelicans and gulls. The top bird was an adult
Yellow -footed Gull at Obsidian Butte that provided excellent and prolonged views
(and new US ticks for BC and GM!). Unfortunately we dipped on th e two Blue-
footed Boobies seen a couple of days earlier at the Whitewater Delta, as the access
gates to the levees were all locked and no one was around at the wetland project to
let us through, as we had been assured in an earlier email.

Phainopepla

One extra bit of excitement that
we did not need was getting
locked out of our Ford Escape
SUV when we all leaped out of
the vehicle to look at a Greater
Roadrunner. In the excitement,
we had left the key in the
ignition and t hefs
feature that automatically locks
all the doors kicked-in leaving us
stranded! Fortunately AAA came
to the rescue and we were on our
way after a delay of about one-
hour. A word of caution & some Long-billed Curlew

socal |l ed O0car safety T eatur eso amymng but!

October 31st In early morning we walked to the borrow pit near Borrego Springs in

an unsuccessful search for LeConteds Thrashe
by a slow drive back to San Diego with a few roadside birding stops on route,

including Tamarisk Grove Campground where we saw Great Horned Owl but no

Long-ears (which, according to the ranger there, have not been seen for some years).

After picking up the missing luggage in early afternoo n, we had quite a long wait to

board the cruise ship which departed SD at 5.00 p.m.



November1st Qur first full day at sea. The
degrees 33.3 N. and Long 115 degrees 11.5 W. This approximates to 40 miles W of
Punta De San Pablo [Baja Mexico]. An excellent morning with about 650 storm-
petrels of three species, Blackvented and Pink-footed Shearwaters, plus three
unexpected Northern Fulmars. Also, impressive numbers of Red Phalaropes. A
number of large dark -backed gulls [both adults and immatures] seen during the
early AM were believed to be Yellow -footed [see below]. Passing off shore from the
famous San Ighacio Lagoon, cetaceans were also a strong feature of the daBlue,
and Sperm Whales were in evidencebut not those for which the Lagoon is famous.
Several pods of Long-beaked Common Dolphins and Short-finned Pilot Whales
were also seen.

Short-finned Pilot Whales Long-beaked Common Dolphin

Blue Whales



Sperm Whales

November 2nd The ship docked at Cabo San Lucas at the southern tip of the Baja
Peninsula at noon. This allowed a.m. seawatching and p.m. land birding. Sea-
birding was very slow although the first Brown and Masked Boobies were seen and
an adult and two immature Yellow -footed Gulls were seen in the harbor at Cabo. We
had arranged to meet up with Maria Elena ---- as well as Antonio and Julio, who had
kindly arranged to guide us for the afternoon. We had a very enjoyable time and
managed to obtained great views of thre
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Virginia Rail

November3d A f ul |l day at sea. The shipbds positio

46.2N and Long: 106 degrees 08.9W. This approximates 75 miles WNW bPunta
Farralion, Mexico. Seawatching was fairly slow but included two Tahiti Petrels,
Pink-footed Shearwaters and Least StormPetrels, Redbilled Tropicbirds and our
peak count of Brown Boobies.

November 4t The Veendam docked at Zihuatanejo/Ixtapa [Mexico] at 8.00 a.m.
allowing about 7 hours of land birding. We had rented a car and planned to
concentrate our efforts on thorn forest species. Unfortunately BEC was too ill to go
birding and PC was also shaky (although he went out!) so land -birding was
somewhat limited. Sea birds seen as we approached Zihuatanejo included our first
Galapagos Shearwater of the trip as well as small numbers of Black StormPetrels.
We birded forest sites off the Old Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo Road and Microwave Tower
area, later visiting Playa Linda in Ixtapa, and walking some of the very birdy (but

buggy) Bicycle Trail. Land birding was good
Hummingbird, Citreoline Trogon and Blue Buntings being the top birds seen.
Citreoline Tr ongoatcher Nu_aeranrgV\f) )

November 5t Arrived at Acapulco at 7.00 a.m. and departed around 4.00 p.m. Only

limited amount of sea-watching but quite productive. Sea -birds included ten each of

Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers. Also ten very ineresting shearwaters which we later

[back home] concluded were Black-vented. These birds showed very pale

[bleached/moul t i ng] heads and necks and | ooked qui

earlier on the trip. Other pelagic species included our peak count of Least Storm-



Petrels and the first Sabineds Gull of
Shearwaters,which, although highly endangered, have been recordedin this area in
November. However, no definite sightings were made.

MacGi | | i vrayds Warbl er -throated Magpie -Jay
Land-birding was almost a complete bust. First, the day was extremely hot (over
90F) We had a car from Budget delivered to the dock and drove south for almost an
hour in a fruitless search for alleged habitat near the airport. Adding to our
frustrati on was being pulled over by police for allegedly weaving (a common scam).
After somewhat prolonged discussion, the police tore up the ticket and let us
continue on our journey. On the way back to the city we noticed a sign to the Jardin
Botanico and decided to try this spot. Unfortunately, by now it was midday and
very hot and the birding at the The Gardens were quite slow. However, we did have
one piece of amazing luck as we drove up the winding road to the gardens when a
Lesser Ground Cuckoo flew low across and in front of the car and landed on a low
road-side wall less than ten feet away from us. It provided an extremely close but
short view before departing. This pretty much saved the day. (However for birders
in Acapulco an early morning stop at the gardens would be a good idea as most of
the habitat around Acapulco is useless, and this has native plantings and running
water. The presence of the ground-cuckoo shows that good birds are around.)

November 6t Arrived at Huatulco at 7.00 a.m. and departed at noon. Not a lot of
time for land birding but very productive. We had arranged to be guided by Eric
Martinez, an excellent young birder. We visited Parque Nacional de Huatulco,

which had very good dry thorn -forest habitat. Many birds seen including Citreoline
Trogon, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Russet-crowned Motmot, White -lored Gnatcatcher,
a brilliant male Red-breasted Chat, and Bue, Painted and Orange-breasted Buntings.
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White -lored Gnatcatcher Ashy-throated Flycatcher

Pale-billed Woodpecker Black Tern

Seawatching in the p.m. produced Olive Ridley Turtles, fifty more of the very pale -
headed Black-vented Shearwaters, our first Red-necked Phalaropes of the trip and
quite large numbers of Black Terns feeding many miles out to sea. Large numbers of
this species became the norm for the next several daysFew seabirds were close
enough until w e neared the equator to produce good photographs however.

Black-vented Shearwaters

November 7t Arrived at Puerto Quetzel, Guatemala at 8.00 a.m. and departed at
5.00 p.m.We had arranged to be picked-up at the dock by a Birding Pal Victor Juarez
and taken to Los Tarrales Reserve. Unfortunately a major road accident on the way
(involving a petrol truck) caused a complete traffic stoppage. We had to change
plans and drive to a shadegrown coffee farm [Finca Filadelfia] on the side of a
volcano near Antiqua,. They took us up a steep mountain track where we stopped
every time we saw birds. We enjoyed a surprisingly productive visit with quite a

few good birds including at least ten very smart Bushy-crested Jays. Other notables
included the near-endemic Black-capped Swallow plus Brown -backed Solitaire,
Yellow -throated Brushfinch and two very smart White -eared Ground Sparrows. Our
excellent guide there was Rocio Aldecoa (raldecoa@mail.com), who is an
ornithologist working at the plantation. On the way back we stopped at a petrol
station and enjoyed a colony of Lesser Nighthawks nesting on the roof of the
building.



Yellow -bellied Sapucer

The limited afternoon seawatch was quite productive with our first South Polar Skua
plus fifteen Parasitic Jaegers as well as the now regular Galapagos and Blackented
Shearwaters and Least and Black Storm Petrels.

November 8t Arrived in Corinto, Nicaragua at 8.00 a.m. and departed at 3.00 p.m.
After a lot of difficulty we had managed to arrange a trip to Finca San Cristobel. This
was another shade-grown coffee farm of about 2000 hectares. Reaching it involved a
very long dri ve over an extemely difficult dirt road, made worse by recent rain. The
habitat appeared excellent with large areas of native cloud forest with huge old trees
shading the coffee. Unfortunately the birding was slow (one of those days!),
although we obtained excellent views of three Chestnut-capped Warblers. Other
good birds were parties of both Orange-fronted and Orange-cheeked Parakeets and
three Turquoise-browed Motmots. The finca owner served us lunch and drove us
back just in time to catch the ship!

-

Orange-fronted Parrots Roadside Hawk

Our now normal late afternoon sea-watch produced our first Elegant, Arctic and
Bridled Terns of the trip plus Brown Noddies and all three species of Jaeger.



ol

Galapagos Slearwater Sabines Gull

November 9t Arrived at Puerto Caldera, Costa Rica at 8.00a.m. and departed at
5.00 p.m. We had arranged through oBirding P
and then drive to Carara N.P. This was one of only two days that weather affected
our birding. We arrived at the river trail at Carara to find it partially under water
which limited to birding only the first quarter of a mile [the trail is just over two
miles long]. Still a lot of bird activi ty in a fruiting tree which included a party of
Scarlet Macaws. Other birds seen included Blackheaded Trogon, Chestnut-
mandibled Toucan, Black-hooded Antshrike, Dot -winged Antwren, and Dusky
Antbird. Unfortunately, the rain started mid -morning. We decided to retreat to a
local restaurant for an early lunch in the hope that the weather would improve. No
such luck, it continued to rain quite hard so after birding around some nearby
marshe rt the day and return to the ship.

Rufous Mourner

Our late afternoonseawat ch produced our f-Retrels bf théitapg k h a md s
and our last Least Storm-Petrel plus small numbers of Galapagos Shearwaters.

November 10t Qur first  f u | | day at sea in almost a wee
noon was Lat: 05 degrees 17.8N and Long: 083 degrees 086W. This approximates 300

miles west of Ensenada, Colombia. The biggest surprise today was a Swallowtailed

Gull seen about 6.30.a.m. The birddrafted around the ship for several minutes



provided close observation. | n adPétrelsi on | arg
were seen and MBetrdsthadmdvsiullySeplacediBlack. Futher Storm

Petrel species added to the list were Bandrumped and Wedge-rumped, both

photographed. Apuzzling Leachds phot ogrsmallarethada gagke ar e d

grey rump. After consultation with Storm Petrel expert, Bob Flood, it would appear

that these arefeaturesc onsi st ent with ® hehiralconlsleeddp mani
Guadalupe off Baja California. Other birds included four each of Tahiti Petrel and

Red-billed Tropicbird. Finally we recorded our only Red -footed [2] and Nazca

Boobies [40] of the trip.

—

Leachds Petrel d( Race O6chapmani.i



Red-billed Tropicbird Nazca Booby

November 11t The morning sea-watch priorto docking pr oduced a Par Ki ns«
Petrel. [This was originally identified as a White -chinned but the identification

corrected after a review of Tonyds photos].
speciesArrived at Manta, Ecuador at 9.00 a.m. and departed at 8.00p.m. We had

arranged to meet Pancho Sornoza, an experienced birding guide from Quito who

luckily was working for two months at the state environmental agency in Manta.

Pancho was very familiar with both the local birds and birding locations. As a result

we had a very successful day. Ineresting birds included Elegant Crescentchest,

Collared Antshrike, Grey and Gold Warbler, Scarlet -backed Woodpecker, Collared

Forest-Falcon and many others.

Collared Antshrike Great Black Hawk

November 12th A1 | day at sea. The shipds position &
Long: 082 degrees 34.9W. This approximates 40 miles WSW of Talara, Peru.

A very good day for pelagic species with about 200 Galapagos Petrels, 20 Waved

Albatrosses, huge numbersof storm-pet r el s of seven species 1 nct
many coming off the water right under the bow giving mind -blowing looks!




Wavd Al b ross
November 13t The Veendandocked at Trujillo, Peru at 8.00 a.m. Our early morning
seawatch produced two Waved Albatrosses cruising around in the bay less than

1/2 miles from the shore. We were also quite surprised to see large parties of Great
Grebes totaling over fifty birds swimming in the harbor.

Following the day -stop at Trujillo, the Veendanwould dock for two days at Callao.
This would allow us to have three days ashore in Peru for some relatively extensive
land-birding. We had arranged to hire Gunner Engblom to guide us during this
period. Thus began our saga in Peru!!



We met up with Gunner outside the dock. He had a rental van, and we then headed
inland to the Sinsicap Valley. The main target here was the Russetbellied Spinetail.
A few interesting birds were seen including good views of Amazilia Hummingbird
and Purple-collared Woodstar although no signs of the Spinetail. The first of many
car problems was a flat. We then found that most of the tires were bald! This
required wasting several hours driving back down to Trujillo to get a replacement
car. The remaining birding that day was an evening visit to Chao. After some
flogging around we managed to see the target
had a long drive to our (on spec) hotel on the coast. By this time we were meant to
have reached a hotel (existence in doubt)60+ miles inland (see below) at a town
called Huallanca

November 14t We left the hotel around 3.00 a.m. for what Gunner said would be a
long drive to our next birding destination through the Andean foothills & he was not
exaggerating! Initially, the ro ad was good, but as we drove into the mountains it
deteriorated and became a very bad bolder-strewn dirt road. Driving this in the

pitch dark was quite hairly to say the least. Eventually the car broke -down literally

in the middle of an almost birdless now here. After several hours a local came by
who jumped -started the battery. We then had about 6+ more hours along this
incredibly bad road not daring to stop in case the car would not start again.
Eventually we came to the small town of Huallanca (no sign o f Hotel) and another
flat. A local fixed this for us. The group then decided we had enough of this and to
change the plans by head back towards the coast as we had real concerns that more
car problems could result in us missing the ship. With all of the pr oblems we ended
up on the road from about 3.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. with only minimal birding en route.
Not what we had been promised at all!

November 15t Despite further car problems [including another breakdown and the
need to replace the battery], we managed to get some decent birding in today. This
included a visit to Lomas de Lachay, which was quite birdy including being alive
with hummingbirds. We also struck lucky with a roadside stop that produced a pair
of beautiful Tawny -throated Dotterels. Finally an all too- short a stop at a wetland
reserve produced many birds the highlight of which was a pair of Peruvian Thick -
knees. Clearly Gunner was far more familiar with this area.



Cactus Canastero ) o Peruvian Shead

November 16t A1 | day at sea. The shipds position &
Long: 075 degrees 46.1 W. This approximates 300 miles west of Arica, Chile.

Another very successful day of pelagic birding. Sea-bird activity is usually quite

patchy, with periods of exciting activity interspersed with much slower periods.

Today, although there were some hot spells, seabirds were more or less in view

t hroughout the day. -BovedAlbdrostek weredesordadifat Bl a c k
the first time al so, at long last, our first cookilarisqp et r el s wi t h Cookds, St
many De Filippi6s. Ot her good birds were eight Ker me
Hor n by 0 sPet®ls glus at leastfour other storm -petrel species,at least fourteen

Long-tailed Jaggers and our first Southern Fulmars of the trip.

Mar khamds Storm Petrel



DeFilippid s Petrel s

November 17t Another full dayat sea. The shipddatprdsi ti on
degrees 03,9S, Long: 073 degrees 10.8W. This approximates 200 miles wnw of Plata

Point, Chile.

Another very good day forsea-bi r ds. Bul | etotélled aBouthhhatten o s s e s
birds and we had about 80 DeFi | i Pptreld. Other good birds were thirty Juan

Fernandez Petrels and one or possibly two Christmas Island Shearwaters. Perhaps

the most exciting event of the day was the large numbers of Swallow-tailed Gulls

totaling more than 300 birds! Finally a South Polar Skua and all three jaegers were

recorded with Long -tailed hitting our daily maximum of fifteen birds.

AJuan Fénandez Petrels

November 18t We docked at Coquimbo [La Serena], Chile at10.00 a.m. and
departed at 6.00 p.m.

We decided to rent a taxi for the day and drive to Puenta J. Soldado [ Pearman Site #
C9]. We birded in and along the sides of this gorge with excellent results as most of

a



the more interesting birds showed well. Giant Hummingbirds were common, we
had nice views of two Dusky -tailed Canasteros as well as a suprisingly showy
Dusky Tapaculo. However, the best birds of the morning were repeated close view
of several White-throated Tapaculos and a very energized Moustached Turca.

Whlte throated Tapaculo - Tufted T4Tyrant

Seawatching during the morning and for a short while in the evening produced
some interesting birds. These included ten Southern Fulmars a new species for the
trip. Also, our largest count of Sooty Shearwaters and 15 Peruvian Diving Petrels.

Peruvian Diving Petrels



November 19t The Veendandocked at Vaparaiso, Chile at 7.00 a.m. Regrettably this
was our departure point for this cruise. If only we could have continued with the
Veendanto its final cruise port of Buenos Aires d how many more great pelagic
species would we have seea!

We had arranged to meet Fernando Diaz, a young Chilean birding guide who was to
guide us for the next couple of days. A representative from Sixt also met us at the
dock with a good -sized 4WD vehicle that still barely held all our luggage! Our plan
was to bird along the coast north of Valparaiso for a while and then head south for
the 4 hour long drive to Altos del Lircay. We had some time in late afternoon to bird
the entrance area of the park although by now it had gotten rather cloudy and cold.
Best brds today were our only Humboldt Penguin of the trip, several Chilean
Seaside Cincloides, Chilean Hawk and ten Greenbacked Firecrowns.

We got lucky with our accommodation as we found a great bed and breakfast
Refugio El Galo, in the woods a short distance from the park. This consists of a
newly - built A -frame cabin sleeping 6, with a welcome wood stove, as well as a
restaurant. They served up a great dinner (one of the best meals of the trip, including
the cruise!) and a sumptuous breakfast. The lady shoved us a brilliant photo of a
Rufous-legged Owl taken right on their property. That evening we tried taping the
bird in but no luck.

November 20t Our main target at the national park was the Chestnut -throated
Huet-Huet. Several birds were calling along the trail but they were extremely elusive
and initially we only had brief silhouette views. We spent several hours looking,

and, in the end, we all got tickable views. As usual, Gail got the best view of a
singing perched bird! Other good birds seen at the park were a Magellanic
Woodpecker [with several others heard], Chilean Pigeon, Patagonian Tyrant, six
White -throated Treerunners, and, again good numbers of the frustratingly elusive
Green-backed Firecrowns. Most of the afternoon was spent on the return drive to
Santiago.

White -throated Treerunner Magellanic Woodpecker



November 21st We spent several rather unproductive hours at Estero Lampa, a
wetland near the Santiago Airport. We had great luck at this site on pri or trips
[Painted Snipe, Stripe-backed Bittern etc.] However, the marsh was much drier this
year with far fewer birds. Probably the best were several Brown -hooded Gulls and a
close calling Black Rail, as well as Spectacled Tyrant and Wrerdike Rushbird. We
then visited Batuca Lagoon, and finally Batuca Sewage Works. Both places were
quite birdy with good variety including a nice assortment of waterfowl (e.g. Black -
headed Duck, Rosy-billed Pochard, and Red Shoveler), as well as Many-colored
Rush Tyrant and Cinereous Harrier. We dropped Fernando off (to catch a taxi home)
and drove to the airport to catch an Air Canada overnight flight to Toronto. There
were problems at the airport as the representative failed to show. Whilst Sixt is a
good reputable company they operate this outlet as a franchise to Terra Nova
Servicios de Transporte Limiteda and we suspect there is some dishonesty among
their personnel as they used an incorrect exchange rate and we were overcharged by
over $300! Although admitting to an error failed to compensate but we expect to be
compensated by Sixt.

Black-necked Stilt Chiloe Wigeon with ducklings

November 22nd While the trip was over, Gail and Barry rented a car at Toronto AP
and drove via Ni agara Falls to the Buffalo AP. This allowed us to visit the falls and
enjoy both the spectacle and the huge concentration of gulls that winter there. We
manage to add several new gull species
Gulls and Greater snd Lesser Black-backed Gulls.
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